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Dear all,

Please find hereunder a flash report following the “ERAvsCarona Ad hoc group” meeting which was held on 6 July 2020.

Kind regards,

5.1.2e

European Commission

DG Research & Innovation

RTD.E - People
1049 Brussels/Belgium

ec.europa.eu

ttp://ec.europa.eu/research

EU research & innovation delivering for you!

The objectives of the meeting were to provide an overview of the outcomes of the various subgroups, and agree
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about the next steps, as regards the four sub-groups and the Ad hoc group. It was also an opportunity to share

information on relevant EU COVID-19 activities, mostly on the R&I side.

The Ad hoc group was provided with information regarding the EU Strategy for COVID-19 vaccines, as well as

an update regarding the actions developed under the ERAvsCorona Action Plan.

Each subgroup (testing, clinical trials, manufacturing, financing) then presented their objectives, work performed
and outcome.The outcomes of the subgroups were found of high value, and members thanked for their work. In
addition to documents emanating from subgroups already circulated, information about manufacturing capacity
emanating from the work of the ‘manufacturing’ subgroup was deemed important to circulate.

When it comes to the continuation of the subgroups, there was general agreement that these groups have

delivered as much as could be under this configuration. It was proposed that any potential further work in the

area of the subgroups should be undertaken using the usual channels for decision-making at EU level, i.e. using
regular comitology (Programme Committee), expert groups (such as SANTE’s Steering Group on Health

Promotion, Disease Prevention and Management of Non-Communicable Diseases (SGPP) or other expert
groups in DG SANTE) or relevant Council groups. SK underlined their wish to continue work under the

‘manufacturing’ subgroup, although it was not clear whether they could agree to continue work under the regular
channels. FR will provide their position on subgroups asap.

The participants of the Ad hoc group were also consulted regarding a potential wrapping up the work also of the

Ad hoc group, although it was made clear that the decision to do so would be for the group of R&I Directors-
General, who will be meeting on Wednesday 8 July. Opinions were split between MS/AC delegations favourable

to wrapping up the Ad hoc group (e.g. DK, PT, CH) and those in favour of an additional Ad hoc group meeting in

September to examine work done over the summer and assess how remaining work could be taken over through
formal channels (e.g. SE, AT). Both options will then be tabled at the meeting of R&I Directors-General of 8 July,
for decision-making.

MS/AC overall conveyed their high appreciation of the work by the European Commission in setting up and

managing the Ad hoc group and the subgroups, which were seen as a good way to informally exchange
important information and helping the coordination of R&! and health activities also at national level.


