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Information sheet/invitation e-mail

Dear [name],

Since December 2019, an epidemic of Covid-19 (also referred to as coronavirus, nCov-2019,

SARS-CoV-2) has been spreading around the world. We would like to invite you to take part in a

survey to assess behavioural changes during the ongoing Covid-19 epidemic. If you agree to

participate, it will help us to understand the effectiveness and impact of different contingency

measures, such as school closures, working from home, and self-isolation.

The results of this survey will help us to advise on contingency measures put in place, and to

understand their impact. Specifically, we would like to ask you about any recent symptoms you

or your household members may have had, and about any preventive measures you may have

taken or have been affected by. We would also ask about the number of social contacts you

have had yesterday.

If you agree to participate in this survey, we would ask you to fill in a questionnaire multiple

times, in different weeks during the epidemic. The first survey would take approximately 20

minutes to complete, while all subsequent surveys would take approximately 15 minutes of your

time.

We know your time is valuable. You will receive £XX.XX for every survey that is completed to

compensate you for your time, with an additional £XX.XX for every five surveys that are

completed. Any participation in this survey is completely anonymous and all entered data will be

handled confidentially. None of the answers you give us will be able to identify you or any of

your contacts.

The results of this survey will be used to inform public health policies, and the anonymized data

would be made publicly available for policy makers and researchers to use.

If you wish to participate in this survey, please confirm this at the page linked below. After your

confirmation, the first survey will start.

[url]

This study is led by the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine (LSHTM; United

Kingdom), University of Hasselt (Belgium), University of Antwerp (Belgium), National Institute for

Public Health and Environment agency (the Netherlands), University of Bern (Switzerland), and

the ISI Foundation in Turin (Italy). All your data will be handled with accordance to the UK

protection act and the EU General Data Protection Regulation. For more information on how

your data will be handled, please read our privacy
notice[https://www.Ishtm.ac.uk/files/research-participant-privacy-notice. pdf].
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If you have any questions about this survey, you may contact the London School of Hygiene &

Tropical Medicine at Tel XXXXXXXXXXXXXX or e-mail XXXXXXXXX (we will add a relevant

local organization in each country).


