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COVID-19: FAQs about ethics

Get the answers o the most fraquently asked questions about
COVID-19 and ethics.
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On this page Where | can't treat everyone, can | prioritise some
- patients over others?
Wnoro1 cen't reat overyona, cen —

| RICAL RS Se I G Al patients should be given compassionate znd dedicated medical

ey care Including symptom management and, where patients are dying,
How do 1 dacids on which he best avallabie ond-of Iife care. Novortholzss, It s logal and ethical
pationts to reat? 1o prioritse treatment among patients. This. zpplies where there are

mora patients with neads than ava iable resourcas can meet.
Canl wiharaw teamant from
pationts wh:

ooy Senlor leadership at your organisation should make declslons about

how resources are to be alocated In difficult s tuations. These
Equalty legiiaton - do sk ecisions must be:
i the baw whan maki

Ueated but s 10t responcing?

theso cacieiona? - ressonable - including bsaed on sound principies
Jtsido my speciaity - based o tne best avalladle evidence and opinion

duiing & pandanic - can | do

az - agreed on In advance whers practicabls, whils recognising that

decisions may nsed to change rapidly

o bursenial protuctivs s cipmont
o nmincpmio e 451 ot - consistent between different professionals as far a3 possible
QMO fiees o practing cusatione Gommunicated opany and transparantly
- wil creu o the
pandomic ba coreiderag?

subjoct to modification and review as the situation dovelops.

How do | decide on which patients to treat?

You nesd to fallow your organisation's guidelines and protocols,
Incluging relevant proc edures for making complex etical declsions,
The speed of patients anticipated benefiLwil be critical, Oter
relevant fectors Include:

rity of acute liness
- presence and sevarity of co-merbidity
- frality or, whera cinically relevant, age.
Managars and seniar cliicinns wil sat thrashalds for admission t5
intensive care or the use of highly limited traatments such as

machanical ventiation or ex:racomoreal mambrana oxyganation
based on the above factors.

Pationts whosa prabavilty of ying. or requiring prolonged intensive
support, axcaads this st thrashold would not be considered for
ntensive treatment. They should stil receve thar forms of medical

musst b basect on
evidanco, incluging clinial triago advice from clinical bodic.

These criteria must be appied to allpresenting patients, not anly
thoss with COVID-18,

Can | withdraw treatment from patients who are
currently being treated but are not responding?

Yes - you can withdraw treatment in accordance with egreed
Quigalines and protocals. Although the emotional impact is ikaly ta be
reater it s widely agreed that there Is no intrinsic ethical difference
between this and withhslding lfe-sustaining treatment, where other
clinically ralovant factors are the same.

Equality legislation - do | risk breaching the law when
making these decisions?

No. Although a ‘capacity to banofit quickly’ tost may amount 1o
indiract discrimination, in the circumstancas it would be a
proportionate means ot aciewing a logitimato Aim’ uncer equality law.
Simple age cut-aff policies, such as ot offering speciic intervantions
10 1hos over 70, 0¢ 10 1hoss who are disabled. aré uniikely 1o be
awtul,

Working outside my specialty during a pandem
can I do this?

Yes - iL s reasonable for you Lo be

kad 1o work culside your
spacialty. However, you should work within your competence.

You should explain your concerns immaiately (o your ma

sk that olher arranger

ts are made f you are asked to perform
taska you do not feel compotent ta arry out. 11 an smergency, whera
thera are no aitarnativas availabe, you should provide tha safest cara
that you are able to provide In the clrcumstances, with the aim of
proviaing overall benefitfor the pationt.

My personal protective equipment is inadequate -
what do | do?

#iher you reasonsbly bellevs that your protective saulpment is
inadsquate, you need to raise this urgently with your managers. Your
manager should carey Gul a rsk ussesement snd find alternative wiays
of providing the care and traatment.

10 the risks you cted to expose v
10. You are not under a binding obl galion Lo provide nigh-risk services
uhere your mployer doss not provide appropriate safely and
orotection,

GMC fitness to practise questions - will
circumstances of the pandemic be considered?

Yes. The GNC has made it clear that it will consider.
« the facts of the cass, including the environment in which the
doctor s working:
- the pressure dactors are working undar, the resources available,
and the scale of s challenges in delivering safe care;
- relevant information, guidsines or protocols in place during the
pandemic

primar all doctors is to and
reasonably to the clrcumstances they face,

These FAQs were produced by the Medical Ethics Committes and
Sacretariat of tne British Medical Assoiation and nave boen widely.
circulated for Gomment,
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You might also be interasted in

conditions
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