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COVID-19: FAQs about ethics

Get the answers to the most frequently asked questions about

COVID-19 and ethics.
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How do I decide on which patients to treat?

You need to follow your organisation's guidelines and protocols,

Including relevant proc edures for making complex ethical decishons.

The speed of patient's anticipated benefit wil be ortcal, Other

relevant fectors Include:

verity of acute illness

-

presence and severity of co-morbidity

~ frailty or, where oinicaly relevant, age.

Managers and senior clinicians will set thrashalds for admission to

Intensive care or the use of highly limited

based on the above factors.

atments such as

Patients whosa probability of dying, orrequiring prolonged intensivo

support, axcaads this st threshold would not be considered for

Intensive treatment. They should stil receive ather forms of medical

care.

ct on th

evidanco, inclucing clinical triage advice from clinical bodics.

These criteria must be appl ed to all presenting patients, not only

those with COVID-18,

Gan | withdraw treatment from patients who are

currently being treated but are not responding?

Yes -

you can withdraw lreatment in accordance with agreed

protoe: tote

greater t is widely agreed that there is no intrinsic ethical difference

between this and withholding life-sustaining treatment, where other

clinically relevant factors are the same.

Equality legislation - do | risk breaching the law when

making these decisions?

No. Although a ‘capacity to banefit quickly’ test may amount to

Indiract discrimination. in the circumstancasit would b

proportionate means of acrisving a legitimate aim Linder equality fav.

Simple age cut-off policies, such as not offering specific interventions.

10 1hos over 70. or 10 1hoss who are disabled. aré unlikely to be

lawtul,

Working outside my specialty during a pandemic -

can I do this?

Yes - its reasonable for you to be asked to work outside your

specialty. However. you should work within your Gompetence.

You should explain your concerns immadiatsly to your manager and

ask that other arrangements are made | you are asked Lo perform

tasks you do not feel competent fa carry out. 11 an smergency, where

thera are no alternatives availabe, you should provide tha safest cara

that you are able to provide In the circumstances, with the aim of

providing overall benefit for the patient.

My personal protective equipment is inadequate —

what do Ido?

Where you raasanably belleve that your protective caulpment is

Inadequate, you need to raise this Urgently with your managers. Your

aris ways

nl trpatment.

ag

of providing the car

to the risks you me

10. You are not under a bindingobi gation to provide nigh-risk services

here your smployer Goss not provide appropriate safety and

protection.

GMC fitness to practise questions - will

circumstances of the pandemic be considered?

Yes. The GNC has made it clear that it will consider.

= the facts of the casa, including the envinment in which the

doctor is working:

- the pressure dactors are working undsr, tha resources available,

and the scale of the challenges in delivering safe car;

~ relevant information, guidsines or protocols in place during the

pandemic.
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