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Ireland

Director HPSC

Description
Dear German, French and Dutch EWRS Colleagues, We in Ireland are investigating a cluster of outbreaks in Meat

Processing/Packing facilities that appear similar to those occurring in other EU countries. As of May 19, 2020, we

have detected 865 cases of COVID-19 associated with 16 processing facilities across Ireland, representing about

6% of our total meat processing workforce. The earliest cases associated with meat processing facilities date from

March 18, 2020; the first outbreak was declared on April 17 2002. Four-fifths of cases are male. The modal age

category for cases is 35-44 years with a skew towards younger ages. Only about 1.5% of cases have required

hospital admission. We continue to have cases detected in Ireland. A national Outbreak Control Team established

to look into this issue has developed a number of work packages, first of which was provision of Interim Guidance in

the Management of Outbreaks in Meat Factories (available at https:/Awww.hpsc.ie/a-
z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/outbreakmanagementguidance/outbreakcontrolinmeatfactories

/Interim%20Guidance%20C0OVID-19%20Meat%20Factories.pdf), based on a combination of the conclusions of the

recent MMWR article, COVID-19 Among Workers in Meat and Poultry Processing Facilities — 19 States, April 2020

(available at https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6918e3.htm). Our initial investigations strongly suggest,
that, as in the US, meat plants would appear to possess a certain, particular set of features that facilitates internal

transmission of COVID-19, probably resulting in these plants functioning - under certain circumstances - as

seedbeds and amplification sites for COVID-19 infection, with the consequent risk of enhanced disease

transmission into the local community (we are however, also looking at the contribution that importation of cases

from outbreaks in a community setting might make to this burden of disease). Review of our clusters suggests that

working, living, travel, and social arrangements may be important drivers in the spread of infection. The physical

layout of workspaces, the logistics of work practices, and accommodation that facilitate the easy spread of infection

are potential drivers of infection acquisition. We are planning research to investigate potential plant operational
factors, workforce social factors and plant environmental factors that could facilitate disease transmission. We have

made contact with the CDC Team who authored the MMWR article with a view to seeing if they were undertaking
further research into their outbreaks. We are contacting you since you have reported similar outbreaks (although we

feel certain that other MS must also be seeing such clusters too) and we wonder had you planned any

investigation/research into your outbreaks in meat processing plants/abattoirs, and would you see benefit in linking
with Ireland and other EU MS who are facing these issues? Best wishes Ireland EWRS Team
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CLASSIFIED INFORMATION WARNING
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to the EWRS contact points only. If you are not an EWRS contact point, access to this message, or any

disclosure or copying of its contents, or any action taken or not taken in reliance on it is unauthorised and

may be unlawful.

The EWRS contact points, or the persons authorized by them, can use this information to carry out the

actions for which they are nationally responsible, or responsible in the Commission, within the purposes

established in Decision No 1082/2013/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council on serious cross-
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In compliance with Regulation 1049/2001/EC regarding public access to European Parliament, Council

and Commission documents, it is requested that the information contained in the present message be not

disclosed for purposes other than those established by Decision No 1082/2013/EU without prior

consultation with the Commission services and the Member State which provided the information.

In case that the message contains personal data, the recipient(s) shall process it in compliance with the
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you are hereby kindly requested, to, consecutively,

refrain from disclosing its content to any third party, delete it, and inform its sender of the erroneous

HELE iC]

EWRS service out of office hours Phone

18:00-08:00 CET Monday to Friday ECDC holidays and weekends. EEE
English speaking only.
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