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The changes to the metadata related to variants discussed at the network call on 28 May and aligned to the ECDC guidance were
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published in TESSy over the weekend. Please find more information in the slides attached (taken from the network call

presentation), the updated reporting protocol, the latest metadataset and templates for reporting.

In brief:

+ if you have been reporting variant data as case-based data, please continue to do so but you will need to modify some

coded values. Also note the new variable “SequencingCategory”. This is the preferred way of reporting if possible.
+ if you have been reporting variant data as aggregated data, please switch to the new recordtype NCOVVARIANT as soon as

possible. The variant related variables in NCOVAGGR will be deactivated on 11 June.

* You only need to report NCOVVARIANT prospectively — ECDC will convert the historical NCOVAGGR aggregate data to

NCOVVARIANT.

+ New datasources have been created in TESSy for reporting of NCOVVARIANT

* Variants not in the coded value list should be reported either as VirusVariant = “WILD_TYPE” or if there is concern about a

specific variant, as VirusVariant = “VARIANT OTHER”
* You will not need to report the total number of sequenced samples separately, so it is essential to report under

“WILD_TYPE” any sequenced samples which do not identify a variant of interest or of concern otherwise the denominator

will be incomplete
* In NCOVVARIANT it is possible to report the number of detections in representative and targeted surveillance separately.

The latest versions of the documents are always available in TESSy:

CSV templates and reporting protocol:

https://tessy.ecdc.europa.eu/TessyHelp/index.aspx?navigation=Communication#plcSPCDOCS

Metadataset: https://tessy.ecdc.europa.eu/TessyHelp/index.aspx?navigation=TechnicalGuidelines

Please feel free to get in touch if anything is unclear or you need support.

Kind regards,

The ECDC and WHO COVID-19 surveillance teams
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