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On behalf of the Dutch Government I would like to express our strong appreciation
for your continued commitment to mobilize the scientific expertise and experience
to help address the pandemic. We already spoke about the role of MSD in the
pandemic last summer.

Your recent announcement of Merck's active involvement in discussions with gov-
ernments, health agencies and other pharmaceutical companies to identify areas
of pandemic response where you can play a role, including potential support for
production of authorized vaccines, is highly appreciated.

The Netherlands has a unique, internationally recognized position in life sciences.
We are very aware of the unique opportunity having MSD in the Netherlands. Your
long history of research and development, the legacy of Organon, your significant
presence in Animal Health and your important contribution to the Dutch life sci-
ences ecosystem are all key elements.

In the spirit of your commitment I fully endorse your efforts in identifying areas of
collaboration, both in the field of vaccines as well as therapeutics in this important
field. In this respect, the possibility of involving MSD’s Animal Health facilities in
Boxmeer to support companies with manufacturing challenges, could be potential-
ly interesting.

I would like to express my appreciation for the corstructive dialogue with Merck’s
country management in the Netherlands and irfvite you to explore additional pos-
sibilities for continuing the constructive cgitaboration. If we can help in any way,

please let us know.
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