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Dear Operational Contact Points for Influenza and COVID19,

To: Operational Contact Points for Influenza and COVID19 (Microbiology)
Cc: National Focal Points for Microbiology

Cc: National Focal Points for Influenza and other respiratory diseases (VPI)
Cc: National Focal Points for Emerging and vector borne diseases (EVD)
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We would like to inform you that ECDC will offer an External SARS-CoV-2 Quality Assessment Programme panel to all
of the national COVID19 laboratories by the end of April 2020.

The panel will consist of inactivated virus to assess the RNA extraction method. It will consist of SARS-CoV-2 virus
in different concentrations to assess the sensitivity of detection methods and will also include different respiratory
viruses, seasonal coronaviruses, SARS and MERS to assess the specificity of detection methods.

We highly encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity to validate the specificity and sensitivity of your
assays as well as the RNA extraction method.

You may have received information that WHO will also send a COVID19 EQAP panel, that will consist of 6 vacuum-
dried RNA samples (SARS-CoV-2, human coronavirus and negative control). You may take part in either or both
EQAs. ECDC would like to offer the comprehensive EQA panel also to some additional laboratories in your country
(the total number depending on overall interest).

Please indicate the interest for which laboratories would like to participate already now by sending an email to
AW @ecdc.europa.eu and 5.1.2e @ecdc.europa.eu. Further details and an official invitation will follow.

Best regards,

ECDC Public Health Emergency team

Gustav 111:s boulevard 40, 169 73 Solna, Sweden
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