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Source Reuters [edited]
https www ieuters com aiticle tis health coronaviius netherlands netherlands to close mink farms after coronavirus outbreaks

idUSKBN25N2W2 utm source i eddit coin

More thanHHmink farms in the Netherlands will be ordered closed by
March [2020] after annuals at dozens of locations contracted the

coronavirus Dutch news agency ANP reported on Thursday [27 Aug
2020]

10 1c of the [minks] which are bred for their fiu

have been culled in the Netherlands and other European countries since

the virus outbreak

The Netherlands had already intended to halt its mink breeding
industry by 2024 but decided to bring forward the closures after

several farm employees contr acted COVID 19

The government has set aside]
compensate farmers the ANP report said citing soured

euros [US10 2b to

According to th^Dutd^ederation of Pelt Fanners the Netherlands

exports aroundHmifeQfl euros [US
for use in^^^Janc^ToDally The country had roughly

^farms Statistics Netherlands data said

[Byline Anthony Deutsch]

worth of fur a year
nink at
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[Oil Fri 28 Aug 2020 the Dutch ministers Selloutei agriculture and De
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Jouge health informed the House of Representatives about the updated
situation regarding SARS CoV 2 in mink and explained the conclusions

and advice received [on 24 Aug 2020] from the Outbreak Management Team
Zoonosen OMT Z and the Administr ative Coordination Consultation on

Zoonoses BAO Z Hie above ’letter to the parliament in Dutch 8

pages is available at

https www rijksoverheid nl documenten kamerstukkea 2020 08 28 stand van zaken sai~s cov 2 bij neitsen omt z advies en voorgqionien beleid

nertsenhouderii

The introduction addressing the current state of affairs ofCOVID 19

in Netherlands minks says

Infections with SARS CoV 2 have now been detected on Mmink farms

The most recent infection took place on 27 Aug 2020 in Onersum

municipality Gennep on a farm with about other animals This

infection came to light by the reporting of disease signs in the mink

All infected farms have been vacated They are located in North

Brabant ^outbreaks Limburg and Gelderland ffl

outbreaks^®were discovered due to the duty to repoiO
signs requirement while ^outbreaks were detected due to the early
warning EW mode prescribing weekly submission of dead animals to

the laboratory So far the origin of infections on mink farms could

not be definitely traced with the exception of tke^Jcompanies at the

beginning of die outbreak where infected employees may have introduced

the virus The research addressing the vims distribution routes will

be continued in the coming weeks
”

Of the

isease

From other parts of the letter we hereby present the letter s

segments addressing Dutch research into COVID 19 in cats dogs and
rabbits

1 Dogs and cats

This study looked at the number of animals with antibodies to the

vims as an indication of a transmitted infection In total

blood samples were examined for dogs and for cats These were

samples collected by veterinarians and sent to the oragnostic
laboratories of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine Utrecht University
for regular diagnosis and therefore not in any connection with

COVID 19 suspicion or due to the animals contacts with human COVID 19

patients

10 00Antibodies against SARS CoV 2 have been detected hi

dogs 0 2 The prevalence within this

tested population is low indicating that infections in cats and dogs
are occasional probably due to human spread

cats

0 4 and 10 1c

jMpositive mink farms in Q
crecL

Cats have been studied in the

animals antibodies were dete

Resear ch into SARS CoV 2 infections within other populations of dogs
and cats including cats in shelters and dogs and cats with known

contact with COVID positive owners is still running

2 Rabbits

The serological screening of the remaining rabbit holdings has been

completed All blood samples tested negative That means that

SARS CoV 2 has not been found to have circulated in any of the rabbit

holdings in the Netherlands Also internationally there are no

indications of SARS CoV 2 infections in rabbits be they commercial

rabbit enterprises or pet rabbits

This last observation may be seen as a response to ProMED mail s

recent request for information on the results ofthe Dutch rabbit

serosurvey http promedmail org post 20200828 7726781 The issue

was raised following the publication of a preprint paper presenting
experimental infection trials in rabbits in which

sero survey screening afield for SARS CoV 2 infections in rabbits were
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Netherlands http healthmap org promed p 104 1
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ProMED makes every effort to verify the reports that are posted blit the accuracy

and completeness of the information and of any statements or opinions based

thereon are not guaranteed The reader assumes all risks in using information

posted or archived by ProMED I SID and its associated service providers shall not

be held responsible for errors or omissions or held liable for any damages incurred

as a result of use or reliance upon posted or archived material
^’H

Donate to ProMED mail Details available at https isid org donate

Visit ProMED s web site at httpsV www promedmail org
Send all items for posting to U2ISfiI@promedmail org
Please include your name and email in order for your contribution to be posted
You may subscribe unsubscribe at https isid org promedmail subscribe
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