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NOTE
From: Presidency
To: Delegations
Subject: Informal high-level videoconference of European Union Ministers of Youth on the
impact of COVID-19 on the Youth Sector (Tuesday, 19 May 2020)
- Background paper

Delegations will find attached the Presidency background paper with a view to the Informal high-level
videoconference of Ministers of Youth on 19 May 2020,
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R Council of the European Union
Informal high-level videneonference of European Union Ministers of Youth on the

impact of COVID-19 un the Yoeuth Scetor

19 May 2{20; 15:30 - 18:30
- I'residency background paper -

While the COVID-19 pandemic has influenced our socicty in many different aspects, saving lives and
protecting the health of all eitizens remains the Tirst prioriiy.

Many countrics have alrcady introduced new, exiraordinary measures resulling from the COVID-1%
pandemic thar have consequently affceted the lives and work of peaple in the European Union and all
over the world.

Youny people and youth organisations arc onc of the society sroups most affected by COVIN-18, and
the negative side-effeers of the pandemic ean already be identified. Furlber consequences ¢an alse be
expacted, sueh ug those in terms of mobility and youth participation in decision-making processes and
inimplementation of varieus selidarity activitics.

A more restrictive lifestyle due to the COVID-19 pandemic has prompied yolmg people 1o laks mors
aclion as a response to the current situation. Most of the work is being done al home, mostly by using
different dipital tools. Projects and pragrams thal were planned during the spring and summer, such as
exhibitlons, conferences, rainings and workshops, meetings and many others. are postponed er, in the
best-case scenatios, available ontine. The COVID-19 crisis alse hindered the regular impleinentation
of Crasmus+ and Luropean Solidarity Corps aclivities.

Due to the pandeimie, more and more young people have limited access (o different services. At the
same time, opportunitics for active participation ol voung people iave also been reduced. luthermore,
due to the cconomic erisis tripgered by (he COVID-19 lockdown, many young people are currenily
facing job loss, unstable employment, pay cuts and preearious working conditions.

Maorcover, different meastres ol self-isolation and social distancing, including limited movement due
to eonlinemnent measures, have changed the daily routine of voung people radically, leaving them very
Titile tirse 1o adjust to this now reality and, ai the same lime, posing & risk to their physical and mental
health, Insecurity, anxicty. foar of beeoming Ul or witnessing their loved ones getting sick can casily
influence & young person’s mental heatih. Theveiore, il s necessary to ensure that all young people in
need have aceess to adeguate psyeho-social services and counselling.

This said. the context of this global crisis cansed by COVIN-19 pandemic could be also used as a
plallorm to ereate opportunitics for young people o take the initiative and to contribute to the
community by showing their creativily and developing dillerent innovative jdeas. Tt is necessary to
motivate them to get involved in the available community activites and solidarity projocts, as well as
to suppott them and to invite them to share their knowledge and skills within the commumity, It is also
etuctyl lo raise avwareness of young people of the importance ol inler-generalional solidarity in such
ditficult situgtions and to cncourage them 16 help those who are most at risk of becoming ifl.
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Youth organizations have shown grear resilicnce to the eurrenl siluation and have been able (o adapt
to new working condilions by suppoerting their community and developing new methods to mitigate
panderic measures, These include. for example, virluul formats of mobility activitics, webinars lor
south workers, Tavuching on-line portals as well as engaging voung people in various educations],
cullural. swareness raising and leisure Gme iniifalives and promoting strong social activism and
volunteering,

Nevertheless, predictable lunding still represents the biggest challenge for yourh oxganizations, which
is wihiy it is important for Member Srates to continue supporting youth organizations and their work,

The Member Btates and the Fuvopsan Comunission ave already addressing this new reality. The
European Commission” e/Toris in providing different opportunities for participants and participating
organizations within Frasmus- and Luropcan Solidarity Curps, such as cxicnsion ol applicalion
deadlines and project implementation period due to * foree mafenre”’, are more than weleome,

Furthermore, the vouth-related challenges posed by the COVID-19 erisis have been malnstreamed in
the ongoing Counell work, for instance inthe Council Conclusions on Raising Opportanities for Youny
Feople in Rural und Remote Areas, Important aspects lor young people In times of erises have been
emphagised, such as volunteering und solidarity activities which can sirengthen the resilicnee of
communitics; or promation of digital education and training, including facilitating access to internet
in order to mitigate negative effects of solation. The exchunges between the Member States on the
draft Council Conelusions continued suceessfully and the Presidency is thankful to the Members States
[or their contribution.

Having in mind all the above and additionally stressing the need for even more incrensed cross-seotoral
cooperation, (he Presidency has decided to organisc a high-level videocomlerence where Youth
Ministers ¢an exchange information, experiences and ideas which could help our joint scarch for
solutions.

In addition. in erder to have g first-hand insight of the yvouth organisation addressing the needs of
young people during the pandzmic, the Presidency would like to invite a young person (the) as an
introductory speaker in the first part of our exchange of views,

Tuking into accouml the measures and [nitiatives alveady undertaken in the Member States and at BU
level, the Presidency invites you to consider the following issues in your intorventions:

1. How has COVID-19 gffected young people’s aceess to services ncluding bealth and
counselling); digiial iools, vouth participation and employment opportnnitics?

v What measures can be taten af nafional and EU level 1o support the youth sector in areas
affected by COVI-1Y9 panderic?

The outcamey of (hig mvivisterial. discussion will he laken into account in remaining work of the
Presidency, further reflecting in the timely update of the existing COVID-[9 questionnaire as one of
the toals for a successtul exchange of views between Member Statcs.

Lyt but ot Least, at the end ol*the videoconference the incoming German Presidency will present its
priorities and programime for the sccond semester of 2020,



