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It is most common for people between the ages of 20 and 64 to have an infection with covid-19,
compared to people in other age groups. It shows the first results from the Public Health Agency's
investigation of the presence of antibodies against the virus in blood samples.

The Public Health Authority has launched a survey to measure and estimate how many in the community have had
covid-19. Blood samples are collected from laboratories in clinical chemistry and clinical immunolegy in nine
regions: Jémtland, Jonkoping, Kalmar, Skdne, Stockholm, Uppsala, Vasterbotten, Vastra Gotaland and Orebro.

The collection takes place during eight weeks in the spring of 2020. A total of 1,200 samples are collected each
week for analysis of antibodies. Antibodies show that the immune system recognizes the SARS-CoV-2 virus.

The analyzes for week 18 (a total of 1,104 analyzed samples) show, as expected, the largest proportion of positive
antibody tests in Stockholm. A total of 7.3 percent of the blood samples collected from people in Stockholm were
positive in the antibody study, which can be compared with a total of 4.2 percent in Skéne and 3.7 percent in
Vastra Gotaland.

The numbers reflect the state of the epidemic earlier in April, as it takes a few weeks for the body's immune
system to develop antibodies.

Regarding age differences, the results show that it was most common with antibodies to covid-19 among people
between 20 and 64 years. In total, 6.7 percent of the samples in this group were positive, which can be compared
with 4.7 percent in the age group 0-19 years and 2.7 percent in the age group 65-70 years.

The antibody analyzes are done in collaboration with ScilifeLab / KTH.

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-sweden-strategy/swedish-antibody-study-shows-long-road-to-immunity-
as-covid-19-toll-mounts-idUSKBN22W2YC

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/21/just-7-per-cent-of-stockholm-had-covid-19-antibodies-by-end-of-april-study-
sweden-coronavirus
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